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CAMP OF OOlU'JWKRA'l'.B 1•.RJ.SOl'iKBS AT R.LKIRA 1 NEW YORK.

Grant refused to treat with General Polk for a general exchange of prisonThe provisions of this cartel were carried out generally in good faith on
ers captured in that action. The shyness of the national governme~t in both sides; but in some instances its perfect execution was interrupted.
this matter-was as ridiculous as it was unnecessary. The existence of the
"A flng officer or major general shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank, or for forty priblockade was a recognition of belligerent rights as full as that involved in vates
or common seamen.
a cartel for the exchange of prisoners. In neither case did the recognition
" A commodore carrying a broad pennant, or a brigadier general, shall be exchanged for officers
of
equal
rank, or twenty privates or common seamen.
of belligerent rights involve a recognition ofsovereignty. If the necessities
"A captain in the navy, or a colonel, shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank, or for fifteen
of war justified the blockade, the necessities of humanity justified and de- privates or common seamen.
"A lieutenant colonel, or a commander in the navy, shall be exchanged for officers of equnl
manded an arrangement in regard to prisoners.
rank, or for ten privates or common seamen.
In the latter part of December, 1861, a joint resolution was adopted by
'' A lieutenant commander or a major shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank, or eight priCongress, ·requesting the President to take immediate measures to effect a vates or common seamen.
"A lieutenant or a master in the navy, or a captain in the nrmy or marines, shall be exchangcu
general exchange. During the following January Secretary Stanton ap- for officers of equal rank, or six privates or common seamen.
"Masters' mates in the navy, or lieutenants and ensigns in the army, shall be exchanged for
pointed two commissioners, the Rev. Bishop .Ames and the Hon. Hamilton
officers of equal rank, or four privates or common seamen.
Fish, "to visit the prisoners belonging to the army of the United States now
" Midshipmen, warrru1t officers in the navy, masters of merchant vessels, nnd commanders of
in captivity at Richmond, in Virginia, and elsewhere, and under such regu- privateers, shall be exchnngecl for officers of equal rank, or three privates or common seamen; seccaptains, lieutenants, or mates of merchant vessels or privateers, nnd nil petty officers in the
lations as may be prescribed by the authorities having custody of such pris- ond
navy, nod all non-commissioned officers in the army or mnrines, shall be se,·ernlly exchanged for
oners, relieve their necessities and provide for their comfort at the expense persons of equal rank, or for two privates or common seamen ; and private soldiers and common
shall be exchanged for each other, man for mnn.
of the United States." The authorities at Richmond refused to admit the seamen
'' ART. 2. Local, state, civil, and militia rank held by persons not in actnal military service will
commissioners, but declared their readiness to negotiate for a general ex- not be recognized, the basis of excl1ange being of a grade nctuaUy held in the navul nnd militru·y
of the respective parties.
change of prisoners. Negotiations for this purpose were accordingly opened service
"ART. 8. If citizens held by either party on charge of disloyalty or any alleged civil offense are
at Norfolk,Virginia. These resulted in an agreement.for an equal exchange. exchanged, it shall only be for citizens, captured sutlers, teamsters, nod all civilians in the actual
of either party, to be exchanged for persOl'\S in similar position.
The Confederates at this time held 300 prisoners in excess of those captured service
"AnT. 4. All prisoners of wnr to be discharged on parole in ten days ofter their capture, and the
by the national troops. These they proposed to release on parole, provided prisoners now held and those hereafter taken to be transported to the points mutually agreed upon
the United States would release the same number of those who might after- at the expense of the capturing party. The surplus prisoners not exchanged shall not be permitted
to take up arms again, nor to serve ns military police or constabulary force in any fort, garrison,
ward be captured by them. The exchanges were commenced in the latter or field-work held by either of the respective parties, nor as guards of prisoners, depots, or stores,
part of February, 1862, but were interrupted on the 18th of March by a nor to discharge any duty usually performed by soldiers, until exchru1ged under the provisions of
this cartel. The exchange is not to be considered complete until the officer or soldier exchanged
message froQ1. President Davis to the Confederate Congress, recommending for has been actually resto.-ed :o the lines to which he belongs.
"ART. 6. Each party, upon the discharge of prisoners of the other party, is authorized to disthat all the Confederate prisoners who bad been paroled by the United
charge an equal number of their own officers or men from parole, furnishing at the same time to
States government be released from the obligations of their parole. In the the other party a list of their prisoners dischru·ged and of their own officers nnd men relieYed from
mean time, the captures made at Roanoke Island and Fort Donelson left an parole, enabling each party to relieve from parole such of their own officers and men as the.party
choose. The lists thus mutually furrµshed will keep both parties advised of the true condiexcess of many thousands of prisoners in the hands of the national govern- may
tion of the exchanges of prisoners.
"ART. 6. The stipulations and provisions above mentioned to he of binding obligation during
ment.
the continuance of the war, it matters not whicl) party may have the surplus of prisoners, the
On the 22d of July a cartel was agreed upon for a general exchange, great
principle involved being,
'' 1. An equitable exchange of prisoners, man for man, officer for officer, or officers of higher
based upon that established between the United States and Great Britain
grade exchanged for officers of lower grade or for privates, according to the scale of eqnh·ulents.
in 1812. .According to the provisions of this cartel, an equal exchange was
"2. That privates and officers nnd men of different services runy be exchanged according to the
1
to be made. All prisoners taken on either side were to be released in teri same rule of equivalents.
"8. Thnt all prisoners, of whntsoever arm of service, are to be exchnnged or paroled in ten dnys
days after their capture; and those for whom no exchange could be ren- from
the time of their capture, if it be practicable to transfer them to their own lines in that time;
dered were to be bound by parole not to perform military duty until ex- if not, as soon thereafter ns practicable.
"
4.
That no officer, soldier, or employe in the service of either party is to be considered us excbanged.1
1

The following is the text of this cartel :
HHaxall1 a Landin,;, 0:1 Jnmes Rh·er, Va, July~ 1862.

"The undersigned, having been commissioned by the authorities they respectively represent to
make arrangements for a geuetal e.xchange of prisoners of war, have agreed to the following articles:
"ARTICLE 1. It is hereby agreed and stipulnted that all prisoners of war held by either party,
including those taken on prh-ate armed Yessels, known as primteers, shall be discharged upon the
conditions and terms following:
" Prisoners to be e.,cchanged man for man and officer for officer ; privates to be placed on the
footing of officers and men of the navy.
" Men and officers of lower grades may be e.xchanged for officers of a higher grade, and men
and officers of different ,en;ces may be e.xchanged nccording to the following scale of equivalents:
"A geneml commancler-in-chief or an admiral shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank. er
forty-six pri,,.tes or common seamen.

changed and absolved from his parole until his equiYalent has actually reached the line of his
friends.
" ii. That the parole forbids the performance of neld, garrison, police, or guard or constabulary
duty.
JoHN A. DI.X, Major General.
"D. H. HILL, Major Geneml C. S. Army."

Supplementary Articles.
" ART. 7. All prisoners of war now held on either side, and all prisoners hereafter taken, shall
be sent with all reasonable dispatch to A.H. Aikens, below Dutch Gap, on tl1e James River, in
Virginia, or to Vicksburg, on the Mississippi River, in the State of Missis51ppi, and there exchanged,
or paroled until such exchange can be effected, notice being previously given by each _party of the
<1umber of prisoners it will send, and the time when they will be delivered nt those points respectively; and in case the vicissitudes of war shall change the military relations of tbe places designated in this article to the contending parties, so as to render the snme inconvenient for the delivery and exchange of prisoners, other places, bearing as nearly ns may be the ~re,,ent loca.l relati?nB
of said places to the lines of said parties, shall be, by mutual Hgreement, substituted. But nothing
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1'1:lE CHRISTIAN COMMISSION ON THE BATTLE-FIELD.

